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INTRODUCTION TO ABRIDGED INDEX MEDICUS 


The Abridged Index Medicus (AIM) is designed to afford rapid ac- 
cess to selected biomedical journal literature of immediate interest to 
the practicing physician. 


Each issue contains citations from 117 English-language journals, 
representing a subset of one month’s input into the National Library 
of Medicine’s computer-based MEDLARS (Medical Literature 
Analysis and Retrieval System). The selection of the journals was 
made by the Library with guidance from a group of consultants con- 
sisting of physicians, medicus editors, and medical librarians. Con- 
sideration was given to the quality of the journals, usefulness of jour- 
nal content for the medical practitioner, and the need for providing 
coverage of all fields of clinical medicine. In some fields, where there 
are more high-quality journals than could be included in the 
bibliography, consideration was given to the availability of the jour- 
nals to the American practitioner. In limiting the size of Abridged In- 
dex Medicus it was necessary to omit many excellent publications. 
The list of journals indexed will be reviewed periodically and is sub- 
ject to change. On those occasions when a physician’s interests re- 
quire a scanning of the literature that is not contained in the 
Abridged Index Medicus, he may turn to the full Index Medicus and 
to the numerous other bibliographic sources. 


Journal issues do not arrive at the National Library of Medicine 
with perfect regularity, nor is it possible to maintain a precise 
schedule for indexing. Therefore, a given month’s Abridged Index 
Medicus may contain citations to articles from more than one issue 
of a monthly journal, or a journal may not be covered in a given 
issue of AIM. 


USING ABRIDGED INDEX MEDICUS 


Subject Headings 


Input to MEDLARS begins with the indexing of journal articles. 
The content of each article is analyzed and described by a group of 
terms (subject headings) selected from Medical Subject Headings 
(MeSH), the National Library of Medicine’s authority list of 


technical terms. The bibliographic citations in Abridged Index 
Medicus appear under those subject headings. An acquaintance with 
MeSH will help the user of AJM determine which specific headings 
to consult. 


When articles are indexed, the most specific term available in 
MeSH is used. Thus, if an article is concerned with erythromycin, it 
would be indexed under that term, rather than the broader ANTI- 
BIOTICS. Under the latter term, one would find only: (a) articles 
dealing with antibiotics generally, (b) those that deal in a very general 
way with a large number of named antibiotics, or (c) those that deal 
with specific antibiotics which have net been separately listed in 
MeSH. 


The physician who is interested in one concept may find that the 
broader term is also worth examining for articles of possible interest. 
Although one may be interested primarily in antifungal antibiotics, 
articles on the general subject of antifungal agents may be useful. 


The physician who wants articles on some aspect of the use of anti- 
biotics in pediatric practice would certainly want not only general ar- 
ticles that would appear under ANTIBIOTICS, but also those con- 
cerned with specific antibiotics. 


Monthly issues of Abridged Index Medicus are arranged in two 
sections: Subject Section and Author Section. 


Subject Section 


Each article cited in AJM will be found under several subject 
headings, which represent the central concepts of the article. The 
citation appears in full under each subject heading. Each citation 
contains the following elements, in order: title of article; first author 
(if more than one) or sole author; journal title abbreviation; date of 
issue; volume number; issue, part or supplement; and inclusive 
pagination. 


Example: 
Long-term evaluation of chlorambucil plus prednisone in the idiopathic 
nephrotic syndrome of childhood. Williams SA, et al. N Engi J Med 
1980 Apr 24;302(17):929-33 


The above citation appears under three subject headings: 
CHLORAMBUCIL 
NEPHROTIC SYNDROME 
PREDNISONE 


In the citations, under each of the subject headings, only the first 
author’s name appears. For names of other authors, refer to the 
Author Section. 


Journal titles are abbreviated; the full title may be found by 
reference to the abbreviation listing on the next page. 


Author Section 


References in the Author Section cite authors’ names; title of arti- 
cle; journal title abbreviation; date of issue; volume number; issue, 
part or supplement; and inclusive pagination. 


Example: 


Williams SA, Makker SF, Ingelfinger JR, Grupe WE, Long-term 
evaluation of chlorambucil plus prednisone in the idiopathic nephrotic 
syndrome of childhood, N Engl Med 1980 Apr 24;302(17):929-33 

An Author Section citation may provide the names of as many as 
ten authors of an article. If an article has eleven or more authors, this 
is indicated by “et al” after the tenth author’s name. The complete 
citation is printed only under the first author’s name; the second 
through the tenth authors’ names are cross-referenced to the full cita- 
tion under the first author’s name, thus: 

Mukharji J, Rude RE, Poole WK, Gustafson N, Thomas LJ Jr, Strauss 
HW, Jaffe AS, Muller JE, Roberts R, Raabe DS Jr, et al. Risk fac- 
tors for sudden death after acute myocardial infarction: two- year 
follow-up. 

Am J Cardiol 1984 Jul 1;54(1):31-6 

Gustafson N see Mukharji J 

Jaffe AS see Mukharji J 

Muller JE see Mukharji J 

Poole WK see Mukharji J 

Raabe DS Jr see Mukharji J 

Roberts R see Mukharji J 

Rude RE see Mukharji J 

Strauss HW see Mukharji J 

Thomas LJ Jr see Mukharji J 

Users of Abridged Index Medicus are invited to send comments 


and suggestions to: 


Editor, Index Medicus 
National Library of Medicine 
Bethesda, Maryland 20209 





LIST OF JOURNALS INDEXED 


ANNALS OF SURGERY (PHILADELPHIA) 
Ana Sarg 


ANNALS OF THORACIC SURGERY (BOSTON) 
Asn Thorac Surg 


ARCHIVES OF DERMATOLOGY (CHICAGO) 
Arch Dermatol 


ARCHIVES OF DISEASE IN CHILDHOOD 
(LONDON) 

Arch Dis Child 

ARCHIVES OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
Arch Eaviron Health 
ARCHIVES OF GENERAL PSYCHIATRY 
(CHICAGO) 

Arch Gen Psychiatry 


ARCHIVES OF INTERNAL MEDICINE (CHICAGO) 
Arch Intern Med 


ARCHIVES OF NEUROLOGY (CHICAGO) 
Arch Neurol 


ARCHIVES OF OPHTHALMOLOGY (NEW YORK) 
Arch Ophthalmol 


ARCHIVES OF OTOLARYNGOLOGY (CHICAGO) 
Arch Otolaryngol 


ARCHIVES OF PATHOLOGY AND LABORATORY 
MEDICINE (CHICAGO) 


ARCHIVES OF SURGERY (CHICAGO) 
Arch Surg 


ARTHRITIS AND RHEUMATISM (ATLANTA GA) 
Arthritis Rheum 
B 
BLOOD (NEW YORK) 
Blood 


BRAIN (LONDON) 
Brain 


D 
DIABETES (NEW YORK) 
Diabetes 


DIGESTIVE DISEASES AND SCIENCES (NEW 
YORK) 
Dig Dis Sci 

= (CHICAGO) 


E 


G 
GASTROENTEROLOGY (NEW YORK) 
Gastroenterology 


GERIATRICS (MIDDLEBURG OH) 
Geriatrics 


GUT (LONDON) 
Gat 


H 


HEART AND LUNG (ST LOUIS) 
Heart Lang 


HOSPITAL PRACTICE (OFFICE EDITION) (NEW 
YORK) 
Hosp Pract [Off] 

HOSPITALS (CHICAGO) 
Hospitals 


J 


JAMA. JOURNAL OF THE 
—_ ASSOCIATION (CHICAGO) 


JOURNAL OF ALLERGY AND CLINICAL 
IMMUNOLOGY (ST LOUIS) 
J Allergy Clin Immunol 


JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN DIETETIC 
ASSOCIATION (CHICAGO) 
J Am Diet Assoc 


JOURNAL OF BONE AND JOINT SURGERY. 
AMERICAN VOLUME (BOSTON) 
J Bone Joint Surg [Am] 


JOURNAL OF BONE AND JOINT SURGERY. 
BRITISH VOLUME (HARLOW) 
J Bone Joint Surg [Br] 


JOURNAL OF CLINICAL ENDOCRINOLOGY AND 
METABOLISM (BALTIMORE) 
J Clin Endocrinol Metab 

JOURNAL OF CLINICAL INVESTIGATION (NEW 
YORK) 
J Clin Invest 

JOURNAL OF CLINICAL PATHOLOGY 


(LONDON) 
J Clin Pathol 





LIST OF JOURNALS INDEXED 


JOURNAL OF FAMILY PRACTICE (NEW YORK) oO 
3 Fam Pract 


OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY (NEW YORK) 
Obsiet Gynecol 
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gummed label, must accompany all requests (no return postage necessary.) 


L.S. No. 


NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE LITERATURE SEARCHES 


bliographies are reprints of literature searches requested by individual physicians, scientists, and other health professionals, and are considered 
to be of wide interest. Single copies may be ordered by number and title from NLM at no charge. The name and address of the requestor, typed on a 


Title 


Passive smoking. January 1972 through September 1980. 
162 citations. 

Spinal cord injuries therapy and rehabilitation. January 
1977 through October 1980. 251 citations. 

Elemental diet. January 1975 through October 1980. 170 
citations. 

Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR). January 1977 
through October 1980. 112 citations. 

Drugs and the elderly. January 1977 through October 
1980. 287 citations. 

Psoriasis therapy. January 1977 through October 1980. 
299 citations in English. 

Reye’s syndrome. January 1975 through October 1980. 
194 citations. 

Vinyl chloride toxicology. January 1977 through October 
1980. 245 citations. 

Benzene toxicology. January 1977 through September 
1980. 164 citations. 

Amantadine and influenza. January 1975 through Octo- 
ber 1980. 114 citations. 

Nurse practitioners and physicians’ assistants. January 
1977 through October 1980. 193 citations. 

Surgery and the elderly. January 1977 through December 
1980. 273 citations. 

Adverse effects of intrauterine devices. January 1975 
through December 1980. 314 citations in English. 

Inborn errors of metabolism in animals. January 1977 
through December 1980. 352 citations. 

Malaria immunology. January 1977 through December 
1980. 368 citations. 

Emergency care for burn patients. January 1975 through 
December 1980. 124 citations. 

Canine parvovirus (CPV), January 1978 through Decem- 
ber 1980. 124 citations. 

Self-care. January 1979 through December 1980. 113 
citations. 

HLA incidence in disease. January 1979 through Decem- 
ber 1980. 386 citations in English. 

Sexual sterilization of the mentally retarded. January 
1975 through December 1980. 52 citations. 

Plasmids as vectors of antibiotic resistance. January 1978 
through December 1980. 214 citations. 

Lymphocyte hybridomas and their products. January 
1978 through December 1980. 301 citations. 

Child abuse. January 1976 through December 1980. 463 
citations in English. 

Legionnaires’ disease. January 1978 through December 
1980. 389 citations. 

The aging brain. January 1979 through December 1980. 
494 citations. 

Toxicology of polychlorinated biphenyl compounds. Jan- 
uary 1975 through December 1980. 517 citations. 

Bendectin and Debendox. January 1966 through Decem- 
ber 1980. 17 citations. 

Diet and cancer: etiology and prevention. January 1978 
through December 1980. 371 citations. 

Reimplantation. January 1978 through December 1980. 
190 citations. 

Agent orange. January 1972 through December 1980. 
99 citations. 

Therapeutic use of dimethly sulfoxide. January 1975 
through December 1980. 155 citations. 


L.S. No. 
80-32 


Title 


Toxicology of polybrominated biphenyl compounds. Jan- 
uary 1977 through December 1980. 124 citations. 


Occupational neurobehavioral toxicology. January 1975 
through March 1981. 282 citations. 

Genetic screening and counseling. January 1977 through 
December 1980. 455 citations. 

Infant botulism. January 1977 through June 1981. 65 
citations. 

Toxic shock syndrome. January 1979 through June 1981. 
34 citations. 

Percutaneous transluminal angioplasty. January 1979 
through July 1981. 145 citations. 

Sudden infant death syndrome. January 1976 through 
August 1981. 395 citations. 

Lead exposure in children. January 1977 through July 
1981. 354 citations. 

Foreign medical graduates in the United States. August 
1979 through August 1981. 100 citations. 

Traveler’s diarrhea. January 1975 through August 1981. 
157 citations. 

The impaired physician, including occupational risks. 
January 1977 through June 1981. 175 citations. 

Adverse effects of cosmetics. January 1977 through 
August 1981. 284 citations. 

Psychology of aging and the elderly. January 1979 
through September 1981. 475 citations in English. 

Psychiatry and the elderly. January 1979 through 
August 1981. 477 citations. 

Nutrition and the elderly. January 1977 through August 
1981. 302 citations. 

Phototherapy for neonatal jaundice. January 1977 
through September 1981. 146 citations. 

Male reproductive toxicology, January 1977 through 
August 1981. 230 citations. 

Rotavirus infections in infants and children. January 
1977 through August 1981. 248 citations. 

Psychologic aspects of cancer. January 1979 through July 
1981. 424 citations in English. 

Epidermolysis bullosa. January 1975 through September 
1981. 218 citations. 

Computed tomographic scanning of the brain. January 
1978 through September 1981. 660 citations in English. 

The aging heart. January 1979 through September 1981. 
267 citations. 

Adverse reactions to radiographic contrast media. Janu- 
ary 1979 through October 1981. 339 citations. 

Adverse effects of selenium. January 1977 through Sep- 
tember 1981. 106 citations. 

Chromium toxicology. January 1977 through September 
1981. 250 citations. 

Arsenic toxicology. January 1977 through October 1981. 
354 citations. 

Neuropeptides. January 1980 through mid-1981 publica- 
tions. 504 citations. 

Audiovisual aids, computer assisted instruction, and pro- 
grammed instruction in education for the health profes- 
sions. January 1978 through October 1981. 391 citations. 

The National Library of Medicine. August 1978 through 
December 1981. 185 citations. 

Diet and hyperactivity. January 1975 through December 
1981. 148 citations. 





Title 


Nursing diagnosis. January 1977 through May 1982. 156 
citations in English. 

Brain death criteria. January 1977 through April 1982. 
177 citations. 

Juvenile rheumatoid arthritis. January 1977 through May 
1982. 295 citations in English. 

Health effects of nuclear radiation. January 1979 through 
May 1982. 427 citations. 

Medicine and health in China. January 1979 through May 
1982. 447 citations in English. 

Asbestos toxicology. August 1977 through May 1982. 597 
citations. 

Diagnosis-related patient classification. January 1975 
through April 1982. 170 citations from the Health 
Planning and Administration database. 

Aquatic toxicology of metals and metallic compounds. 
January 1975 through May 1982. 236 citations. 

Inhalation injury. January 1977 through June 1982. 133 
citations. 

Zinc toxicology. January 1977 through July 1982. 204 
citations. 

Formaldehyde toxicology. January 1977 through June 
1982. 213 citations. 

Outcome for intensive care unit patients. January 1980 
through July 1982. 113 citations. 

Health needs and services for Hispanic Americans. Janu- 
ary 1980 through July 1982. 96 citations. 

Informed consent. July 1977 through July 1982. 394 cita- 
tions in English. 

Cisplatin. January 1980 through July 1982. 255 citations. 

Failure to thrive. August 1977 through July 1982. 184 
citations. 

Total hip replacement. January 1979 through August 
1982. 173 citations in English. 

Drugs and pharmacy in developing countries. January 
1977 through August 1982. 172 citations. 

Drug therapy for leprosy patients. January 1980 through 
August 1982. 135 citations. 

Diagnostic ultrasound in pregnancy. January 1977 
through August 1982. 388 citations in English. 

Audovisual aids, computer assisted instruction, and pro- 
grammed instruction in patient education. January 
1977 through September 1982. 366 citations in English 
from MEDLINE and Health Planning and Administra- 
tion databases. 

Food and drug interactions. January 1979 through Sep- 
tember 1982. 116 citations. 

Simulation in education and assessment for the health 
professions. January 1975 through September 1982. 
213 citations. 

Toxic shock syndrome. January 1979 through December 
1982. 255 citations. 

Oral rehydration therapy. January 1980 through Decem- 
ber 1982. 104 citations. 

Esophageal reflux. January 1979 through December 
1982. 295 citations in English. 

Positron emitted tomography. January 1980 through 

ber 1982. 286 yon 

Non-insulin-d d ype 2) diabetes. January 1980 
through December inet 191 citations. 

Tardive dyskinesia. January 1980 through December 
1982. 222 citations. 

Deinstitutionalization. January 1980 through December 
1982. 245 citations in English. 


Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS). January 
1980 through April 1983. 179 citations, including 
addendum. 

Cochlear implants. January 1980 through March 1983. 
114 citations. 

Kepone (Chlordecone) toxicology. January 1977 through 
March 1983. 90 citations and addendum. 

Genetic factors in alcoholism. January 1977 through 
June 1983. 231 citations. 





Title 


Acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS). Update 
and Supplement. May 198 1983 through August 1983. 215 
citations, incleding addendum. 
inical tion of biomaterials. January 1982 
through July 1983. 352 citations in English. 

Nuclear magnetic resonance imaging. January 1980 
through August 1983. 191 citations. 
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